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THE MONTH. 


have doubtless anticipated the wishes of our readers 
the space in our present number—which, for this occasion, has been enlarged—wit!: 
the proceedings of the Evangelical Alliance Conference, beld last month at Basle. 
The seventh of the General or Loternational Conferences, summoned by the Alliance, 
it was one of the most numerously attended, most gratifying, and most successful of 
the whole series; and we may be certain that while by many the London, Paris, 
Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, and New York gatherings are held in pleasing remem- 
brance, the recollections of the remarkable assembly which met at Basle will be 
cherished with life-long satisfaction by all who were privileged to mingle in it» 
varied and important engagements. The New York Conference alone could compare 
with that of Basle in regard to the very large attendance which took place day after 
day. At nearly every sitting of the Basle Conference some fifteen hundred persons 
were present, and frequently there were two meetings held at the same time. The 
early morning prayer-meetings were well sustained—that held in German having 
generally some twelve hundred attendants. There may be those who are disposed 
to regard the Evangelical Alliance as a mere British society, meeting, for an occa- 
sion like this, with certain foreign friends added to their number, upon the Con- 
tinent, but still constitating, after all, an essgqntially English institution. But the 
fact is, that scarcely any but the sectional meetings and particular services for the 
English and Americans were conducted in English. In the proceedings of 
the Conference proper, German and French, the languages of Switzerland and of 
the two greatest continental nations, were those used. Even such addresses us 
were prepared by their respective authors in English were delivered in Germau or 
French. The pealmody—which began with the stirring and powerfal strains of 
_ Luther’s hymn, “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott!” resounding from one ball in the 
Vereinshaus to another, and which was sung in old St. Martin’s Church to the accom- 
paniment of organ and trampete—was of course in German. When, at the call of 
Dr. Baur, the Conference arose as one man, and united in reciting the Apostles’ Creed, 
it was in German that that confession was spoken. Events have kept German and 
French brethren too long asunder, but in this Conference they were once more 
combined in the acknowledgment of a common faith and in the promotion of the same 
exalted aims. The President of the Congress, Herr Charles Sarasin (of French 
descent, but a German by association and education), early in his opening address 
referred to this fact, and gave the edvies; which was taken in good part, to the 
brethren of those two nations to forget the matters on which they differed and to 

shake hands on the ground of their common faith. 
As in previous Conferences, it was found necessary to restrict the speakers to a 
limited time each, and hence muth that was prepared for the occasion was not 
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delivered. In the reports of the religious condition of various countries, which began 
with Switzerland, and included Germany, France, Great Britain, Holland, Austria, 
and the United States, we observe that as the brightest features in a report were 
sometimes reserved till the last, for the reading of which there was no time, a less 
cheering impression was sometimes produced than a speaker hed intended. What- 
ever shadows might seem to fall over the pictures drawn of some lands, however, 
there was a clear sky over the religious atmosphere of the United States, as this was 
depicted by its accomplished citizen and divine, Dr. Philip Schaff, who, we may 
remark, is a Swiss (Grisons) by birth, a German by education, and an American by 
adoption. His paper was already in print in English, but he presented it to the 
Conference, in a condensed form, in his native tongue. Dr. Stoughton’s valuable 
contribution to the history of “the Connection between Basle and Early English 
Protestants,” and others, might be specified as of deep interest; but for these we 


_ must refer to our report. 


The private and public hospitalities enjoyed by the guests of the old city were 
a noticeable feature in the engagements of the week. There was the warmest 
welcome, offered in a truly Christian spirit. The garden parties were among the 
most simple yet most delightful modes by which the Basle brethren sought to give 
pleasure to their guests. Gatherings of this kind, pleasant anywhere, were doubly so 
amid the circumstances in question, and beneath the skies of Switzerland. 

The members of the Conference did something more, however, than mutually 
enlarge their personal acquaintance, their knowledge of the religious condition of the 


_ Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India. The administration of the Lord's 


Supper, which immediately preceded the final farewells, was attended by some three 
thousand communicants. This hallowed season fitly concluded the engagements of «a 
most memorable week. 


The mclenchely ‘mows from. Afghanistan has fallen like thunderbolt on those 
who imagined that our troubles in that country had, by the Treaty of Gandamak, 
been disposed of once for all. The fearful tidings form a singuler and not unin- 
structive commentary on the recent despatch of Lord Salisbury, im which he con- 
gratulated the British public on the conclusion of the recent war, the advantages of 
our new frontier, and the benefits which, by the Treaty in question, Great Britain 
was almost certain to secure. Certainly the Government were ‘utterly unprepared 


RE 
4 


Of the details 


desire here to speak. It appears to have been unpremeditated—to have arisen, 
the first instance, from the disoontent of several regiments ef Afghan soldiery 


| 
Rr important questions of common interest to the whole of Christendom. Resolutions 
it were passed on the question of religious liberty, and measures adopted to secure its 
mt advancement—one of these being the appointment of an international committee, to 
un whom is entrusted the mission of making such representations upon the subject as 
i may be necessary to the Sovereign under whose sway violations of such liberty have 
occurred. Action was also taken by the Conference upon the opium traffic with China, 
H and a strongly-worded resolution was adopted, directing an appeal upon the subject to 
iif 
iF fact that not only was there no British force in Cabul to defend the Residency, but 
that our Indian troops had been almost entirely withdrawn from the vicinity of 
| Afghanistan. For this they have been severely censured, yet the circumstances 
be 
no 
in 
at 
| 


invading force, with which the war with the Afghan people, if not with their 
Sovereign, may be at once renewed. What may be the outcome of all this it is 
impossible even to conjecture. More cost of blood and treasure, the awakening of 
rancorous passions on either side, and the germs of perpetual irritation, if not of 
fruitiess and constantly recurring war, seem to be inevitable. Few right-minded 
men, of whatever party, can, we apprehend, but wish that the Home Government 
had listened to the warnings so emphatically pressed upon them by statesmen of 
experience in India of the danger of the policy which has proved so fearfully 

The capture of the King of Zululand seems to be conclusively regarded as the 
termination of the war in South Africa. We trust this may prove to be the case; 
but we must not forget that the attitude and disposition of the people count for 
something, and that many of the tribes have not yet submitted or given up their arms. 
The policy of dividing the territories of the King of the Zulus amongst his subor- 
dinate or secondary chiefs may seem to be subtle and ingenious, but these qualities 
afford no guarantee of its success. Meanwhile, for the present, hostilities are sus- 
pended, if they have not finally ceased, although the attitude of various tribes upon 
the frontiers of the British colonies still affords occasion for uneasiness. The breaking 
up of the military power of the Zulus seems now more probable than heretofore, and 
should it be effected, many will doubtless praise the policy which made it possible 
who, should that policy but fail, will undoubtedly regard it as both unchristian and 


There bas been of late a decided improvement in the weather, which has tended 
somewhat to revive the prospects of the harvest, although it is but too certain now 


aspect. One thing at least is plain, that the whole of our system of land tenure 
careful and searching inquiry, with a view to such revision of the rela- 
between landlord, tenant, and labourer as may seem imperative. Of course, 
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not receiving all their pay ; which discontent, breaking out into open mutiny, was, 
by an accident, turned into a strong feeling of indignation against the foreiguers 
located in their midst. None the less does it, doubtless, represent the feoling of 
hostility against the British but too prevalent amongst a large proportion, if mot 
the majority, of the tribes which constitute the Afghan people. Sir Louis Uavagnari 
and his compatriots appear to have defended themselves most gallantly, and their 
melancholy fate cannot but awaken the deepest sympathy and the most poignant 
and profound sorrow amongst all who bear the British name. The outbreak or 
revolt at Herat seems to have occurred almost simultaneously with the outrage at 
Cabul. From what we can at present learn, the Ameer seems to be exonerated from 
all complicity ; but he was and still is, of course, powerless in the hands of the mal- 
contents. Meanwhile, all possible agencies are put in requisition to get together an 
that it will fall far short of the average even of scanty and deficient years. Mean- 
while the agricultural depression is assuming a most serious and indeed alarming 
change of some sort is indispensable, only show how important it is that the entire | 
question should be thoroughly investigated, irrespective of the prejudices and pre- 
possessions of party and of class. Unfortunately, however, it is not only in agri- 
culture that distress and embarrassment prevail. All branches of trade, manufactures, 
and commerce are more or less affected; and our winter prospects are consequently | 
vu 2 
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hopes of a revival which a short time since were enter-: 


the evil, both actual and prospective, is aggravated by 
is some alleviation of national anxiety to know that the 


In the late Sir Rowland Hill the nation, not to say the world, has lost a man 
of pablic spirit who in his day bas, in a degree almost immeasurable, been to all 
classes of society a public benefactor. A generation ago correspondence was a costly 
luxury, from which the humbler classes of society were almost entirely debarred, 
and which even to the middle classes was a serious item of expenditure. Not only 

did the cost of letters restrict within the narrowest limits the intercourse of families 
and friends; it operated as an impediment to trade, a barrier to commerce, and 
& grave restriction upon all progress, social, political, and educational. Sir 
Rowland Hill changed all that. His idea that the equalization of the rate of 


bat his energy and persistency enabled him ultimately to beat down all opposition, 
and his idea, when realized in fact, was found to be all that he had predicted, and 


_ appropriate sequel, the two combined prodacing benefits far beyond the imagination 
of their authors. Such a man as its inventor deserves to be held in the grateful 
remembrance of the British people, and has justly his place of sepulture in West- 
minster Abbey amongst our bonoured and illustrious dead. ids 


Although Dr. Baring had,some morths since, from failing health, resigned the 
| see of Durham, his recent decease is a severe loss to the Church of England. Of the 
Evangelical section of the Church, he was one of the most decided and uncom- 
promising adherents ; and also one of the most laborious and indefatigable members 
} of the Episcopate, devoting to the supply of the spiritual necessities of his diocese 
} 7 an amount of intellect and energy which showed itself in permanent and practical 
| 


: results. He had held successively the incumbencies of All Souls’, Langham Place, 
if and Limpsfield, Surrey. On the death of Dr. Monk, in 1856, he became Bishop of 

Gloucester and Bristol; and five years later, on the death of Dr. Villiers, he was trans- 
| lated to the see of Durham. During his episcopate 119 new churches were erected 
t in that diocese, and 129 were enlarged and restored; new parishes were formed, 
schools for elementary education were enlarged or built, and the.numbers of the 
) clergy greatly augmented. Wholly devoted to the maintenance of scriptural and 
Protestant truth, the whole weight of his influence was exerted against Ritual- 
istic or semi-Romish innovation. His object was eminently the salvation of 
souls, and the building up of Christians in the faith. He was undoubtedly a most 
faithfal servant of his Lord and Master, and in his intercourse with other denomi- 


— 


| 
. manufacturing districts, during the approaching winter, be multitudes of able- 
| bodied men thrown for support, in part at least, upon parochial rates. 
| 
| postage to and from all places in the United Kingdom, and the reduction of that 
| rate to the lowest possible figure, would be as remunerative to the Post Office as it 
#§ would be beneficial to the community at large, was at first regarded as chimerical ; 
| much more, in respect of practical result., It achieved, in fact, a silent but a perfect 
og revolution in our social and commercial life. The change wrought was similar to 
: i that effected by the introdaction of the railway system, and was its fitting and 
| 
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nations of Christians, ever evinced a traly catholic spirit, and an appreciation of 
all efforts, by whomscever made, to promote the advancement of the Redeemer's 


our last issue, the almost irreparable loss which the 
London Missionary Society had sustained by the death of the Rev. Dr. Mullens- 
After long and efficient foreign service, in which he displayed untiring real in the 
promulgation of the Gospel, Dr. Mullens had for some time, as our readers are aware, 
occupied the post of Foreign Secretary to the society—an office for which he was 
eminently adapted. Six years ago the condition of the native Christian churches in 
Madagascar was felt to require the presence amongst them of a deputation composed 
of men of mature character and judgment, with whom those churches and their 
pastors might take counsel. Dr. Mullena, in conjunction with the Rev. John Pillans, 
was chosen for this important mission, and the satisfactory and effective mode in 
which its duties were discharged will be fresh in the recollection of many of our 
readers. More recently, the losses sustained by the mission planted on the shores of 
Lake Tanganyika, and the need of placing it on a surer and more efficient basis, 
prompted Dr. Mullens, with heroic and almost chivalrous ardour, once more to 
place his capacity for foreign service at the society's disposal. This offer was 
accepted—though, from apprehension of the possible consequences, with reluctance— 
and the self-denying zeal and ripe experience of the devoted missionary were again 
enlisted in a foreign field. It is some satisfaction to learn. that his death is not 
solely or perbaps chiefly attributable to the pernicious influence of the climate of 
South Africa, but may rather be ascribed to an ailment to which he had long been | 
liable, and an attack of which, ten days before his death, was brought on by the 
fatigue and exposure incident to a long and wearisome journey. His decease is a 
calamity, not only for the Tanganyika mission, but for the entire missionary cause. 
The sympathy evinced with the directors by those connected with other missionary 
bodies, and emphatically expressed on behalf of the Church Missionary Society, 
whose missionaries showed to Dr. Mullens much personal kindness, and in whose 
burial-ground at Mpwapwa his remains are laid, is a gratifying exhibition of Chris- 
tian unity and love, and is one of many proofs that Obrist’s disciples in the mission 
field are ever ready to bear one another's burdens, and so to fulfil His law. 
| 
RETRIBUTIONS OF HISTORY. 


remarkable to deserve attention, even in connection with the buildings that have 
been used for the purpose of persecution, and the abode of those that figured more 
or less prominently in the wretched work. One or two such have recently come to 
our notice. Our friend M. Raoul de Cazenove—who, as our readers know, devotes 
so much of his leisure to the philanthropic and Christian task of ameliorating the 
condition of the French Waldenses of Fressiniére and Queyras — has just published 
the autobiographical Memoirs of Samuel de Pechels, a distinguished Huguenot 
refugee, imprisoned, plundered, and transported beyond the seas, for his constancy 
in the faith. M. de Pechels incidentally states, in this deeply moving narrative, 
that on the 16th of January, 1686, Murasson, the Consul of Montanban, with a suite 
of archers and sergeants, proceeded to the house where Pechels’ fumily had taken 
refuge, and carried off with the utmost violence his younger sister, whom, by order 
‘of the Intendant, he shut up in the convent of Saint Claire. This was in the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, close upon the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
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| to the Lord with heart as well as 
| to go out into the streets and 
| night a number of anxious 
| of God's people, and avowing 
| writes on August 
|i to « close last Saturday by « 
was given by ministers 
; preaching and the 
chureh, night after night, a 
| . Repeated testimony was gi 
among the natives, both Moham 
| should be held for their 
| learn that already the Telagu 
American Baptist missionaries in 
Telugu mission to help train the 
them. The Roman Catholic 
has been put ap in Nellore, 
priests are busy at work, 
étc., to induce our people to 
The heathen are also 
| CHINA. 
who lately arrived in 
| of Great Valley, China, 
| a letter from the Rev. A. El 
; and “clear, courageous 
3 in said: “After baptism you 
Two of them at once bent 
“We will die for Christ.” 
| » “No, 1 will not fear man ; 
| was spreading. In one place 
1 , with the destruction of 
CENTRAL AFRICA. 
| The London Missionary Society have received details of the death of the Rev. Dr. Mullens 
1 on his way to the mission station at Lake Tanganyika. His illness was caused through cold 
| and exhaustion, which ended in death, at a village called Chakombe, near Mpwapwa, where 
if the remains of the devoted missionary were interred in the burial-place of the Church 
aie Missionary Society. Dr. Baxter and Pr. Southon, as well as the young missionary, 
| Mr. Griffiths, were present with him in his last moments, and assisted at the touching 
) funeral service that followed. The directors of the London Missionary Society have, in a series 
Hf of resolutions, expressed their sense of Dr. Maullens’s great services to the missionary cause, ‘ 
| and of the irreparable loss the society bas sustained by his unexpected death. The London 
Society, an Missionary Society, the Bible and Tract, the Royal Geogra- 
phical, and other Societies. 
Since the information received of the loss of its valued Secretary, the Rev. Dr. Mallens, 
@ the London Missionary Society has been informed by telegraph of the death of the Rev. Arthur 
; William Dodgsbun, at Ujiji, The message is as follows: “ Broyon writes, Dodgshun died 
: al Ujiji seven days after be arrived there.” Broyon is the name of the trader who under- 
| took to carry the goods sent ou: by the society from the coast to Ujjji. It is less than 
. two years and a-half since Mr. Dodgshun left England for Africa ; and at the close of that 
. year, 1877, the missionary party with which he was connected were detained at a place 
| about one-fourth of the distance towards their destination. The Rev. J. B. Thomson went 
forward as soon as possible, with Messrs Hore and Hutley, and died shortly sfter his 
| arrival at Ujiji. In June of last year Mr. Dodgshun followed, but was stopped in 
. Mirambo's country by serious difficulties which had arisen between that chief and the 
trader Broyon. He only reached the Lake Station, which was to be the head-quarters 
| of his work, at the end of March. Mr. Dodgshun was but thirty-one years of age. 
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A the training of teachers is an urgent need of | Evangelical denominations. His name was 
~ our system. The supreme difficulty, however 
a sense. a 
children's charch—i+., of « devotional bare that met withthe opp 
spirit. desire was to put an end to the 
| supreme value and importance for the animosity between Lutherans and Calvinists, 
of the Christian Church and of the Evan- | and he wanted to find a harmony of creeds 
The Rev. Dr. Schaff (New York) spoke of work together in bome ‘minfoon ell 
the Ganday-ccheol as charch for the child- | to the heathens; but he 
a ren, for religions education it was as| wished that the Torks and Jews 
to as for that of adalts. ~ 
decribed the origin an to enter 
thelr eotablishment in 1803, M. Diéndliker 
: Berne) ted the schools in the Swiss | We see that this man was « way 
i Saskabadied Uahen and M. Wurstem- | of his time, and as he was to address 
spoke of the difficulties which the the Church, 
Saday-schocls hed hed to overcome the ~ and 
4 interest, the meeting was adjourned till the | bears the date of 1633; but as late as 1662, 
+ evening, when addresses were delivered by | we hear that he proposed a General (oe- 
4. Pastor Rev. J. P. Cooke | menicel He 
Ree (Cork Rev. Bishop Cheney sdopted not the 
err ( was one, 
(Chicage), and other fiends that in studying, the Reveaiion he would 
| find what he not obtained by the 
CERMTIAS UNION. labours of his whole lifetime. Surely, if 
4 The Anglo-American Section held its first this man were amongst us here to-day, he 
mecting, in the French Church, oo 
under the chairman. | be hed A few years ago, the two 
ship of rtbar pastors of this dear little Huguenot Church 
: After by the Rev. Dr. Murray i were, one a Lutheran, and the other a Cal- 
| (Bdinburgh), reccletions reapecting the order vinist. And have you not all accepted, im 
: Herr A. Viecher-Sarasin, President of the | faith which at the of our invitation : 
oa Basle Committee, gave an address of weloome “The Swiss Branch admits as members all 
san ve yous common 
tall yu, in the natoe of our Committer, ed divinely inspired Serptare, in. the Pathe, 
1} of all those who bave accepted the principles who has loved them, and who justifies them 
of the Alliance in this town, that we are most | 
Bomber of | Son, who redeemed them His 
ik ish-speaking visitors amongst as. We 
ip heard the other day that the connection | the Author of their regeneration of 
ancient date city | sanctifcation—one only God, blessed for 
more. ospel | crate not 
: coun came over even a on 
i lands. These missionaries penetrated into show that the very things which two hundred 
the wilderness, and their flourishing stations years ago were looked at as utopian, are now 
: soon became centres from which the light realised? Still, many of we do not understend 
shone into the darkness. The Scotch and always each other; and even the difference 
Anglo Saxon” | languages ms be felt as an obstacle to 
: Anglo-Saxon whose name is | perfect Bat we know that all this 
: famous in the history of the Church. | will be done a with one day ; and we hear 
. There is, however, one man who still more the Word of God, which say * Lo, « great 
of he multitude, which no man could number, of 
it all friends of the Alliance, all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
i labours were dev: ted to the same cause tongues, stood before tho throne, and before 
3 which brought us lere together. This man, the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
life to hia ‘efforts to Thole | palma in their hands; and oried with « 
life to his efforts to the union of all voice, saying, Salvation to. our God, 
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